VAZHAKUNNAM AS A RELIGIOUS REFORMER

come down to their daily life, standing as models for them to
imitiate or follow. Vazhakunnam knew the best medium to influ-
ence the minds of the people at large.

Vazhakunnam has created highly attractive and touching
prayers in bhasha metre. So many Hindu houses do even now
chant these kirtanas while offering prayers to the gods. This had
a tremendous effect of doing away with petty quarrels and bring-
ing in peace and harmony in the hearts of those chanting and
hearing. Even the little tender lips echoed the lines along with their
parents. As an example, the prayer starting with "Hara Sankara
Siva Sankara.....55, propetiating the God, given as the opening
verse in Vasudevanandini can be cited.14

The word pictures of Vazhakunnam on the stage as focussed
from different angles by the great scholars and poets are really
colourful. Vatakkumkur says that Vazhakunnam had the mastery
of words, which emphatically attracted people of all types. He
adds that his Malayalam prose style was spontaneous, pleasing
and easily absorbable.15 Ulloor S. Paramesvara lyer remarks
about Vazhakunnam; "Kerala has not witnessed an orator like

14. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, Vasudevanandini, Gita
Press, Trichur, 1971, pp.1, ii.

15. Vatakkumkur Raja Raja Varma Raja, Kerala Sahitya
Charitram (Charchayum Pooranavum) Part n, Mangolodayam,
Trichur, June 1968, pp.504-505.

245